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State  of  South  Carolina. 
Executive  office,  Treasury  Department. 
Charleston,  2Uh  March,  1861. 

Sir:  In  o])edieiice  to  a  resolution  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil, I  beg  respectfully  to  report  to  you  such  matters  trans- 
acted in  the  department  of  the  Executive  Council  under 
my  charge,  as  may  be  of  interest  to  the  Convention. 

The  printed  series  of  Executive  Documents  which  ac- 
company this  report,  will  fully  and  sufficiently  explain  the 
circumstances  which  induced  them.  To  these,  no  more 
particular  reference  is  necessary,  than  such  as  it  may  be 
proper  tamake  in  explanation  of  tke  missioTi  committed  to 
the  Hon.  I.  W.  Ilayne.  The  real  purpose  of  that  mission 
was  to  determine  with  precision  the  precise  position  occu- 
pied by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  State 
of  South  Carolina.  The  repulse  of  the  Star  of  the  West 
changed,  or  rather  defined  more  sharply  the  former  rela- 
tions of  the  State  ;  and  the  communication  of  the  com- 
mander of  Fort  Sumter  required  that  the  power  to  execute 
a  purpose  like  that  threatened  by  him,  should  not  be  within 
the  control  of  any  one  longer  than  was  necessary  to  accom- 
plish its  overthrow.  To  demand  the  surrender  of  the  Fort 
therefore,  became  a  duty ;  and  if  a  duty,  to  transfer  the 
demand  to  the  Government  by  which  only  the  transfer 
could  be  ordered,  was  manifestly  proper.  In  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  demand,  it  was  regarded  as  fortunate  that  cir- 
cumstances not  invited  by  the  State,  but  yet  cominanding 
its  respectful  attention,  should  have  intei-vened ;  and  that 
these  should  have  led  to  the  exposure  of  the  pretended 
grounds,  upon  which  the  maintenance  of  Fort  Sumter  was 
rested  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  and,  at 


the  same  time,  in  a  just  deference  to  the  wishes  of  sister 
States,  have  incidentally  involved  a  delay  of  great  conse- 
quence to  the  State  in  the  preparation  of  its  defences. 

Among  the  papers  of  this  Department  Avhich  are  not 
puhlished,  hut  which  may  he  of  interest,  are  the  despatches 
communicated  to  tlie  Commissioners  of  the  State  to  the 
several  States,  then  about  to  secede.  These  despatches 
show  the  interest  taken  in  the  welfjire  of  that  State  sup- 
posed to  be  the  most  defenceless.  The  Commissioner  to 
Florida  was  requested  to  give  to  that  State  the  assurance 
that  its  cause  was  regarded  by  the  other  States  with  as 
much  solicitude  as  their  own ;  and  that  in  anticipation  of 
the  Convention  of  the  seceding  States,  a  common  necessity 
should  induce  a  common  obligation  on  these  States  to  share 
with  each  other  the  means  of  defence,  or  the  dangers  of 
attack.  The  more  full  expression  of  these  opinions  will  be 
found  in  the  copies  of  despatches  herewith  enclosed. 

No  occasion  has  arisen,  in  which  it  was  considered  neces- 
sary,* during  the  separate  condition  of  the  State,  to  require 
distinctly  from  the  representative  of  any  Foreign  Power 
the  recognition  of  its  political  independence,  except  in  the 
case  of  the  appointment  of  a  successor  to  the  Spanish  Con- 
sul, at  this  port.  The  communication  then  addressed  to 
Mr.  Moncado,  will  show  the  course  pursued,  in  regard  to 
such  officials,  within  the  State.  Upon  the  ascertainment 
of  the  fact,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had 
recognized  a  successor  to  Mr.  Moncado,  a  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  that  gentleman,  informing  him  that  his  suc- 
cessor w^ould  not  be  allowed  to  exercise  his  office  within 
the  limits  of  the  State,  unless  he  would  present  his  creden- 
tials, and  be  recognized  by  the  Governor  of  this  State.  The 
hope  was  expressed  that  the  Consul  who  w^as  then  in  office 
should  be  allowed  to  remain  at  this  port.  The  letter  was 
communicated  by  the  Spanish  Consul  to  the  Spanish  Min- 
ister at  Washington.  The  successor  who  was  recognized, 
has  not,  however,  appeared.  At  this  stage  of  the  corres- 
pondence, the  papers  were  transferred  to  the  Department 
of  State,  at  Montgomery. 


The  several  documents,  as  directed  bj  a  resolution  of  the 
Couvention,  have  been  delivered  to  the  representatives  of 
Foreign  Powers,  at  Washington.  It  was  intended  that  a 
Special  Commissioner  should  be  sent  to  the  principal  Courts 
of  Europe.  But  the  meeting  of  the  Convention  of  the 
seceding  States  at  an  early  day,  and  other  considerations, 
also,  of  a  controlling  character,  led  to  the  conclusion  that', 
under  the  circumstances,  it  would  be  most  expedient  iu)t  to 
send  any  persons  charged  with  that  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  MAGRATH. 

For  the  Governor. 
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